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Kamala Das is one of the most celebrated Indian poetesses writing in English.  Like 

Tom Dutt, Sarojini Naidu, Nissim Ezekiel and Ramanujan, she deals with the 

Indianness in her poems.  A critical searchlight on her poems, stories and other 

columns reveals a strong feminist streak in various forms.  A concentrated study of 

her poems brings out powerful protest against the arbitrary stereotypes which 

subject female sensibility to patriarchal domination.  Hence the readers and critics 

who are exhilarated by the romanticism of Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu feel startled by a new stance in the 

poetry of Kamala Das.  This is a new voice of modern and uninhibited confession and questionings in the 

psyche of ‘persona’ mostly as the representation of a sensible soul in Kamala Das.  It would seem that chief 

stuffs and substance of Das’s poetry spring from her most immediately felt trials and tribulations of her 

personal life.  Questioning the gendered binaries i.e. male v/s female signifiers emerge as the natural 

corollary of her troubled and traumatic life.  The present topic “Interrogating the Gendered Binaries towards 

a symbiotic wholeness” is a humble attempt to critically unfold Kamala Das’s poems to vindicate how the 

poetess begins with the poignant interrogation of male-made markers against female kind thereby 

experiencing a new niche through recourse to natural and psychological explorations. 
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It seems that lack of harmony and mutual understanding in her personal life accounts for saga of sorrow and 

sufferings as expressed in her poems.  In her autobiography, My Story she writes : “My mother did not fall in 

love with my father.  They were dissimilar and horribly mismatched”. (Das, 5)  Her marriage to K. Madhava 

Das, a man much older than her indulged in sex with other women brought in her frustrated conjugal family 

life.  Quite naturally, quest for true love remains a recurrent strain in Kamala Das’s poetry.  Moreover, 

jeremiads against her dissatisfied married life devoid of bliss constitute the crux of her feminism.  Hence her 

furious protest against gendered binaries in a powerful plea towards establishing the identity of woman.  So 

she always attacks the sexist society for enforcing stereotyped roles on women.  Her father got her married 

with her first sari at the tender age of 15.  Here was a totally incompatible marriage without any love.  Her 

mismatched marriage led to her complete failure in married life.  Hence in her poem ‘Next to Indira Gandhi’, 

she laments the loss of identity/individuality due to misfit matrimony : 

  It was not the right most groove for me 

  It wasn’t my cup of tea 

  It was never a husband and wife bond 

  We were such a mismatched pair 

………………….   (The Descendants, 4)  

   

Not for a moment did I own him, So unhesitatingly.  She questions her father as to if he really wanted a 

female child : 

 Father, I ask you now without fear 

 Did you want me 

 Did you ever want a daughter?  (The Descendants, 5)  

As she started growing, patriarchal forces began to catch hold of her.  The masculine authority reduced her to 

a mere doll.  All the stereotypes categorically expected her to behave like a girl, a wife, a daughter and not 


